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each ; but there are fome of them wafted, and fome of 
Holders that go into the Jaw broken off 

I anij 

MyLORD, 

Your Lordfliip's mod: dutiful 
and obedienc Servant. 

Francis Nevile. 




V» Remarks upon the aforefaid Letter and Teeth^ hy 
Thomas Molyneux, M. D. and R.S.S. f^^j- 
fickn to the State in Ireland : Addrefsd to Us 
Grace the Lord JrMpop of Dublin. 

My Lord, 

HEN your Grace was pleafed to communicate 
to me a Letter you received fome while fmce, 
containing an Account of an extraordinary Natural Cu- 
riofity, lately dilcover'd in the Nmif of Ireland, in the 
County of CavM, you defired 1 would give you my 
Thoughts concerning it, and the Purport of the Letter t 
but truly when firfl: your Grace gave me the Opporcunity 
of perufing this Account, and I confider d the imperfed: 
Sketches of the Teeth annex'd to it, I was not a litrJe con- 
cern'd, that upon the making (o furpriztng a Dilcovery, 
I could not command a Sight of ths Originals themCelves, 
from whence the Draughcs were taken ; or chat fb great 
a Curiofity iliould be exprefl: by the Hand of an Artift 
that ihew a fo little Skill .• however^ by the beil Judgment 
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I could make from fo imperfect an Informadon, I told 
your Grace then, I was pretty well convinced they mud 
have been the Grinding Teeth of an Elephant : Yet I in- 
gaged, if hereafter I might be lb lucky as to procure a 
View of the Teeth themfelves, I would be more poflcive 
in my Opinion, and give the Reafons on which i groun 
ded my Conje^ure ; as likewife I would have the Shape 
of the Teeth expreft in their full Dimenfions, by more 
true and exa6t Figures. 

Since that* ihQ four Teeth, mth fome of the Fragments of 
the iJones that were found with them, have been brought 
here to Dublin, where, by the Favour and Alliftance of 
my ingenious Friend Sir llwwas Sotsthtpell^ I procured the 
Loan of them, fo long as to examine them particularly^ 
make fome Remarks, and take the following corredl: 
Sketches, that exprefs their Form truly, juft as big as the 
Life ; and your Lordftiip feem'd well fatisiied with the 
Performance of theArtift^ when at the fame time I pro- 
duced the Draughts and the Originals from whence they 
were copied, that we might compare them both toge- 

Upon the whole, I am now fully convinced, and I can 
upon fure Grounds affirm to your Lordfliip, that they 
muft certainly have been the Four Grinding Teeth in the 
lower Jaw of an Elephant : and that the many loofe Frag- 
ments of thofe large Bones that were found with them, 
muft have been Remains of the fame Animal This 1 take 
to be one of the gteateft Rarities that has bceii yet difco- 
vered in this Country? 

In order to clear this Matter 'twill be firft requifite to 
have recourfe to, and explain the annext Figures 

Figure the i/. ^ ^ is the large Grinder of the under 
Jaw on the right Side, weighing two Pounds and three 

Quarters of a Pound. 

M m m % ^- 



f 572 ) 

k k'kk kk k are white, rough, indented Borders, 
Seven in Number, of an irregular Shape, rifmg about the 
tenth of an Inch higher than the hard black fliining Sur- 
face of the Tooth ; this rough raifed Work ferves for the 
bruifing and grinding the Animal's Food, the tough 
Grains of Rize, Leaves, Fruits and the Boughs of Trees; 
and is made of fb extream an hard Texture, that it 
refembles large knotted Threads of white Glafs, laid on 
and clofely faftned to the dark Superficies of rhe Tooth: 
and anfwers that glafTy Surface wherewith Nature has ar- 
med theOutfideof the Teeth oi mod Animals, to prevent 
their wearing from the conftant Attrition in Chewing of 
their Foods. 

c c, c. c, c. is that part of the Tooth which rifes above 
the Gumms, and continues even now diftinguifti'd from 
the reft of the Bone, by having its Colour of a different 
Shade. 

J. d. d. d^ i. d. d. are many ftrcng Tangs er RootSj 
feemingly united altogether, by which the Tooth recei- 
ved its Senfe and Nourifliment, and tho' it was (o large 
and ponderous, by thefe it kept firmly fixt into the Jaw^ 
For the Mechanifm Nature fliews it felf to have follow^ 
ed in framing the 7>ffA of this Animal, is no more than 
this/ whereas in other Creatures, (he has divided that 
bony Subftance whemwith they chew their Food, each 
having its peculiar Itoots to fecure its Articulation in 
tlie Jawbone.- fhe has in this of fo great Bulk (hs Pliny 
the Naturalifl ftiles it Terrefirium ma-ximitm Elephas^) for 
the greater Strength, Srabiliment, and Duration of it'sf 
Teeth^ and the better to provide for acompleat Attrition 
of the Alimcnr, in order to perfed: the Digeftion fo tho- 
roughly, as to fuftain the Life of the Animal for two or 
three hundred Years, (as it is a common received Opini- 
on in the Ea(l) She has, I (ay, contrived to make the Sub- 
lianceof the Teeth in their Roots below, and in their up- 
per 
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per parts above the Gumms, clofely unite together ,• aad 
coaleieing thus, form a few large maOy Teedi inftead of 
many (mail ones. 

As for inftance, in MansBodj^ that is of fo much a left 
Si-ze, the Number of the Teeth, (when the whole J^etc is 
compleat) reckons to thirty two, whereas in the large 
Elephant, the Teeth of both the Jaws amount in all but 
to Eight, befides it's two great Tusks, which radier fervc 
as Horns for its defence than Teeth to prepareit'^ food, 
and therefore I think not (o very properly caii'd Teeth. 

Figure tbe %d. E, E* is the fmaller grinding Tooth of the 
under Jaw on the (ame fide : it's Surface covered over 
with the fame white indented Work, as before defcribd 
for grinding of the Food.- 

f.f.f are three large Roots that kept it firmly fixt im 
the Jaw Bone. 

This fmalier Tooth weighed full fix Ounces. 

Figure the ^d G G. is the large Grinder of the under 
Jaw on the left fide, much of the Size and Shape and 
Weight with it's fellow Tooth delcribd Figure the i/?. 
It fliews its Roots and all its parts, with the rough protu* 
berant white Work on its upper Surface made after the 
fame Contrivance, and formed after the iame flrong Mo- 
del as the former. 

And truly if one confiders it, 'tis plain that were noi: 
the J^^^rA of this Creature made of (o large a Sizc^ and 
withal offomafly and firm a Subftance, 'twere abfoiutely 
impoflible they could refift the Force, and bear aii thai: 
Preflure wherewith thofe vaft Mufcles exert themteiv^s, 
tint move the lower Jaw in Mafticacion in this fo flrong 
an Animal. 

Figure the 4?^* H. H. is the fmalier Gri^^/^f F^^l of 
the under Jaw on the fame fide ; it is lefs compleat chaii 
thefmall Tooth delcrib'd before in Figure %d or fome 
^f the Root is wanting, and part of itsoutwaragrtn.iing 



( 174 ) 

Surface is broke off at k. k, fo that it weighs fomewhat 
lefs ; yet what remains exadly (hews the Tame kind of 
Work and Shape of the other Tooth, that anfwer'd it on 
the right Side. 

Thefe four Teeth here defcrib'd, fully compleat the Sett 
of the Teeth, wherewith Nature has furnilhed the lower 
Jaw of the Ekfhant ; and are anfwered by jufl: as many 
more, formed after the fame manner in the upper Jaw, 
as Dr. Moulins informs us, who differed the EUfhant that 
was burnt here at Dublin in 1 68 1. In it's Anatomy^. 40. 
fpeaking of the Teeth he affures, there were befides 
the Tusks only four Teeth in each Jaw, two in every fide: 
and that thefe eight Teeth were z\iMoUres^ fo that he had 
no fr)ci[ore$. 

But notwithftanding this, perhaps it will be laid, we 
may not haftily conclude from hence, that our Great 
Teeth du^ up in Ireland mull certainly have been the Four 
Grinders of an Elephant, fince they might as well belong to 
fome other large kind o(Terrefirialot Marine Animal. As 
for the Hint of their being human o gigantick^ 'tis fo 
groundlefs a Thought, and {o contradiElory to compara- 
tivr Anatomy and 2i\l Natural Hi/lory, it does notdeferve 
our Confideration. 

To obv ate this, I ftiall take notice firft in general, that 
the differing Kinds of living Creatures, wherewith Na- 
ture has ftock'd the World, are not more diftinguifh'd 
by the Make of any part of their Bodies from one ano- 
ther than by the various Shape and Difpofition of their 
Teeth : and hence it is, we fhall not find any two diftindl 
Clajfes of Animals that do exadiy agree in the fame 
Make and Ranging of their Teeth. 

But yet CO be more particular, and make this Point fb 
^S^:^n<^ 1 hope, as that it may admit of no Controverfy, 
I Ihall here fet down at length, as I find them, the 

Words 
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Words of two late Authors, that purpofely have defcri* 

bed the Teeth of the Elephant. 

The firft I ftiall mention is Mr. Patrick Blair, who has 
publifli'd a Treatife he calls Ofteografhia Elephantina, or a 
Delcription of the Bones and other Parts of an Elephant^ 
that died and was dilleded n^^Lt Dmdeein Scotland, anno 
1706. in the London Philofcphical Tranfaitiom for Aprils 
May, June, July, ^ugufi and Septemhr^ 1710. Numb. ; 6. 
and 3x7. Here giving us a Defcription of the Teeth of 
this Animal pag. no. he fays, Dr. Moulins well o'Jerves 
that they are all MolareS, being two Inches broad in that fart 
of them wherewith thy grinds and fix Inches and a half long 
on the Right Side^ and five Inches and a half on the Lefti 
Their Surface^ the flat, rs yet very un^qml, for they have aU 
ternately placed, running from the Pight to the Left Side ^ an 
Hollow nefs and then an Eminence; and this Eminence i: furm 
rounded hy a rough protuberant Border. There are Mine of 
thefe Hollowneffes and as many Eminences^ undulated as th y 
paint Sea W^ves^ 

'Tis remarkable how very exadly all this agrees with 
our Figures; 'tis true thote Hollownejfes and Emin nces 
which he mentions to be t^ine, do not fo nicely hit with 
the Number of thofe in our Teeth : but this Difference pro- 
ceeds from hence, that he defcribes here the Grinders 
of the upper, whereas ours are the Teeth of the lowei: 
Jaw ; tho'fuch a Diftindion as this, I am apt to chink, 
may very well arife even in thofe of the fame Jaw, in va- 
rious Animals, from fome peculiar Difpofirion in one 
from another, nay and perhaps in the fame Animal, at 
differing times, according as it happens to be older or 
younger, but this by the bye. 

A little farther pag. 11 4* and 11^. where he gives an 
Account of thofe of the under Jaw, he fays. 

The htndTooth of the Right Side is four Inches, and that 
nn the Left five t the one half of their Surface^ where they be« 
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gin to affCdr dhcve the Gumms^ is femkircuhr^ n^ith the for e^- 
mentioned Ridges and Sulci running tranfverjly^ four on the 
Right Silk and five on the Ltft^ the other half (or Tooth I 
fuppofe he means) has five of thefe Eminences vphere it 
grinds on the Right, and four on the Left : each of the four 
Teeth is fix Inches long, and has fix or feven of. the for erne ra- 
tioned Eminences and ai many Depreffions : thefe Teeth are 
the mo ft firm^ (olid and weighty Bones of any Af^imal yet known. 

So much from Mr. Blair. 

The other Author I lliall produce for the further Illu- 
firation of this Matter, is the laborious and accurate 
hUturalift Mr. Ray^ who, in his Synoffis Animalium ^adru* 
f€dum, when he comes ro give us the Defcription of 
the Elephant , has the following Words. Os pro mole BeU 
luA parvum, c^uatuor in utraque maxilla Dentihus molar thus 
feu Dentium molarium Majfis inflruBum\ fi quidem plurimi 
Dentes in Osfolid urn c^. durum itainfixi funty ut cum eo 
C^ inter fe unum &* continuum Corpus efficiant. Dentes hi 
line as parallelas unduUtas o6io vd novem in fuperficie majf^ 
efficiunt ; funtque rdiquo ojfe candidiores : Majf^ integra^ 
Dentium fin^ulariummodo^ per Gomphoftn maxillis infer untur. 
Inciforihus cmnino caret. 

Thus Mr. Ray in very proper and cxpreffive Terms 
defcribes the Teeth of this Animal: and truly if your Grace 
will but compare Mr. Blair's Words with his, and the 
Particulars of both Accounts with the Defcription and 
Figures we have before given of the Teeth dug up in /r^- 
iand, and obferve how they all agree exadly, even fo as 
one may fay they tally together,! think it will amount to 
nothing left than Demonftration, and that all our Ideas 
have been taken from one and the (zmc Natural Ohje0 ; and 
as they, fo v/e, muft certainly have defcribed no other 
Teeth but thofe of the Elephant. 

But then perhaps it will be ask'd what is become of 
all the reft of the7>^/^ that were in the upper Jaw, which 

being 
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being as firm attdfolid Bones as thofe that are here prfefet- 
ved, might for the fame reafbn have dill remained intire. 

But fmce we find it otherwife, 'tis obvious to imagine 
a probable Conjedure how this might come about. From 
what Mr. T>fevU mentions in his Letter, 'tis plain that the 
Bed where all thefe Bones were found, muft once have 
been the outward Surfece of the Earth, the Green-Sody 
producing /?«/ibM, Fern^nd N«m : and when the heavy 
'Beaft firft fell dead upon this Spot, the Scull, with all the 
Bones and Teeth of the upper Jaw, being the higheft 
Parts of the Ammal, might likely fall in fuch a Pollure, 
as to be expofed fome while above the Earth ; tho' thofe 
of the under Jaw firft coming to the Ground, might make 
themfelves a Bed, and being covered with the Mould 
remain prefcrv'd, whilft the upper Teeth, and moft of 
the other Bones, lying expofed to the Injuries of the Air 
and Weather, before they got a Covering, might rot and 
quickly moulder all away. 

But tho* this be allowed, yet ftill a greater Difficulty 
remains unfolv'd ; how this lafge Body'd Animal, a No- 
five of the remote warm Climates of the World, (hould be 
depofited in this wild Northerrt Ijland, (where Greeks at 
Romans never had a footing) Co many Miles from Sea, and 
diftant from thofe Places of the Ifle where People might 
iMoft probably refort. 

And ftill to make the Difficulty yet greater, we muft 
confider, not *only from the dark black Colour of the 
Teeth, contraded by their lying long under Ground, 
and the remarkable Alteration wrought on their bony 
Subftance, which Cby the mineral Streams and Exhalati- 
ons it has imbib'd whilft it was in the Earth) is now be- 
come more folid, hard, and ponderous, than it was na- 
turally at firft, (nay in fome Parts we find it plainly petri- 
fied; but alfo from the periftiing of all the other Bones of 
tiie Animal's Body, and from the confiderable Deph of 

N n n Earth 
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Mkrtif that covered thofe that were fdund : we muft con^ 
elude, I fay, from hence, that they have lain in this Place 
for many Centuries : I won't fay with Mr. tfevrl ever fince 
the F/ood, becaufe ! can't fuppofe that the flight Textura 
of vegetable Subftances, Nutts and the Seeds of Ru[hes, 
eould poffibly have been prefer vd fo long : But this, at 
leaft, may fafely be affirmed, that thefe Remains rnuft be 
Cotemporarics with fome of the remote Ages of the 
World ; which carries us fo far back into the eariieft Times, 
that we can ne'er imagine the rude Inhabitants of Ireland, 
or any of their neighbouring Countries, were Mafkers of 
fo much Art> in thofe Days of Ignorance and Darknefs, 
as to make Carriages by Sea ftrong and capable or of 
Curiofity and Politenefs enough, to tranfport a Beaft of 
this large Size from thofe far diftant Countries where 
Was bred; which they that now attempt dofind a Work 
©f vaft Care, Trouble and Expence, even in this Age 
wherein Uavigatiof^ is brought to fuch perfedion. 

Thefe Confiderations, my Lord, grounded on other 
Inftances of the like kind, make me inclined to think 
this Elephant we are fpeaking of, might not be brought 
hither by any Care or Induftry of Man ••but the Surface 
of this Terraqueous Globe might, in the eaflieft Ages of 
the Worlds zk^t ihc Deluge^ but before all Records of our 
oldeft Hiflories^ differ widely from its prefent Qeograph% 
^ to the Diftribution of the Ocean and Dr)4andy its IJlands^ 
Continents and Shores, fo as to allow this Beaft, and others 
of its Kind, for ought I know, that may by fome fuch Ac- 
cident hereafter be luckily difcoverd, a free and open 
Paflage into this Country from the Continenr^ 

For other wife, how can we e're explain that that other 
vaft large ftately Animal the Mooje-Deer, little inferior to 
the Blephant it ielf^ could have been brought to Ireland, 
(where elfe where 1 have {he wn it formerly was common J 
from diftant Nmh America^ even long l^fore that Quar-» 

tcr 
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terof the World was known, and is the only Reg/onf 
can hear, wliere this great Bead is found at prefent. 

And can we well Imagine that Foxes, Otters, Badgers, 
Tigers y Wolves, with Linxes and fuch ravenous AHtmals 
as we have been told, liave lately been diicovered by the 
great; Snows that fell this prefent Winter in tht Iflandoi 
Sardinia and other.Places, flioaid ever be imported (being 
ufelefs noxious Beads of PreyJ by the Induftry of Man^ 
to propagate in 1 (lands, that they might deftroy Men's Food 
and Flocks, and make their Lives not only unea(y but 
iinfafe ? 

Nay how can we fuppole that Birds of fliortefl: Flight, 
the various Sorts of poifonous Serpents, and of offenfivc 
Creeping Vermin, with all the various Tribes of fmallec 
infeSfs, could poffibly be found inlflands, unlefs they had 
been ftoek'd with thofe Inhabitants when the Intercourfc 
between them and the Continent was free and open. 

But in whatever manner this Elephant (to return to 
our Subjed,) might firft have made its way for Ireland; 
this is beyond dilpute, that the Bones of Elephants have 
been difcovered deep under Ground-in other Places as well 
^ this Kingdom : and thofe too out of the way, far di- 
dant ffom the Native Countries of this Animal. 

For not many Years ago, in a Hill near Erfurt, a Town 
of the iJ^per Saxony in Germany^ feveral Parts of the Skele-- 
ton of m Elephant were Dug up .• on which Occafion 
Wilhelmus Erneftus Tentzelius Hidoriographer to the Duke 
ofSaxoMy,Mnt a Letter to the very learned Antonio Mag^^ 
iiabechi, Library Keeper to the great Duke of Florence: 
This Treatife is publiihed, but I have not been fo lucky as 
to procure a Sight of it, and know no more but jud the 
Title-page Wilhelmi Ernefii Tent%»elii Hiftoriographi Puca^ 
lis SaxonU Epifiola, de Sceleto Elephantine Tonn^ nuper 
effoffoy ad Antoninm Magliahechium, Magnl Duels Hetrurid^ 
Bibliothecmum. 

N n n 2 And 
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And ram wenperfuaded, by the beft Conftrudion f can 
make of thqfe imperfecfi and obfcure Accouncs, wc have 
in Evert Ishr and Iddes curious Travels from Mufcovj to 
China over Land ; Chap, the 6th, Cwhich he confefles he 
only gathered from the barbarous '0/?^^ri&/ Inhabitants of 
tliat Country) concerning the xsLd Teeth and Bones zxid 
Limhs oi ^ailltnUtl^0-as he calls them, frequently found 
(and diligently fought after to make profit of them) in 
the Hills, and Banks of feveral Rivers in Siberia, the Keta^, 
Jenizey Trugan, Montgamfea and Lena ; that they are no- 
thing elfe but the Remains and Skeletons of Elephants buried 
there, and accidentally difoovered by the Earth's open- 
ing, and faUing down on tlie fudden Thaws, after fevere 
longFrofts. But of this, plea(e to confult the Author, 
whofe Words are too prolix to be itiferted here. 

But to bring this Matter ftill nearer home to our felves, 
Mr. Cambden in his Britannia i^ of opinion, that thofe great 
monftrous Teeth and Bones^ which he takes notice to have 
been at feveral times dug up in many parts of Great Bri^ 
tain, muft have been the Remains of Elephants : but then 
lie thinks, they muft be of thofe that Dion Cafim the Hi- 
(lorian tells us, the Roman Emperor Claudius brought over, 
when he made his Expedition inta that Ijland^ But that 
ihis truly is foy I own is but Sur^nife as yet, and has not 
been fo fairly proved by him or any other, as that wc 
can rely upon*t with (atisfadion. 

What Mt.William Somner. the learned Antiquary has pu- 
Wiflied in his Difoourfe oi Chart ham News is more remar- 
kable 5 (this is reprinted lately in the Philofophical Tranf^ 
actions for JuJy 1701. No. zyz.) where he informs us, that 
in the Year 1 668 in the Village of Chartbam nQOx Canter- 
hury in England, digging within i% Rods of a River, they 
found a Parcel of ftrange monfirous Bones^ fome whole, fome 
broken, together with four Teeth ferfeB and found, each 
weighing fomething above half a Found, and [am of them. aU 

mofi 
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m^li ds big as a Mxns Fiji. Thef are all Cheek-Teeth or 
Grinders • the Earth in which they lay being like a Sea Earthy 
or Fulling Earth with not a Stone in it. 

'Tis obfervable how this Account in many; of it'sCircum* 
ft ancesj agrees with that of Mr Mw/ in his Letter to your 
Grace % as that the Teeth were all Grinders, Four in num- 
ber,found with other large broken Bones near a Brook, and 
in a Claiey Earth, without a Stone; but then the weight 
and Magnitude of our largeft teeth fo far furpafs thofe 
that were found in England, that thefe did not come up to 
a fifth Part of thofe, which ihows they could not be 
the Teeth of the fame Animal; I muft confefs the 
Author does not fo much as fufpecSl: they were Elephant's 
Teeth, but on the contrary is of opinion that they belonged 
jppandther Species, -the Hippopotamus or River-Horje, a 
Bead that's yet a greater Stranger in thefc Parts of the 
World, than the Elephant it Q^lf; ^nd therefore it's Paflage 
hither can never be accounted for> but by fome fuchlifce 
Suppofitioa as we have made. 

However Mr. John Luflins in his Letter, wherein he 
defigns to have reference to that Difcourfe ; and which is 
inferted intht Philofophical Tranf anions for Sept/iyot^ 
No. 274 differs in his judgments from MuSomners about 
thefe Teeth, which he thinks muft have been Elephanfs 
Teeth I as lie is pofitive thofe large Bones he defcribes in 
the Came Letter, and found near Harwich in E^ex, certain- 
ly muft have been. 

Not having feeff, much l^fs examined, any of the 
Bones or Teeth concern -d in this Controverfy ; either thofe 
that were found in Kent, or thofe in Effex ; I cannot well 
take upon me to determine any thing in this matter; tho' 
thofedugup atC/'/i/'/^^^?, as I underftand, may ftill be 
perufed by the Curious among the Natural Rarities of 
the Royal Society in their Repofitory at London. But this 
at prefent 1 can fafely fay, that if the Figures of the Teeth 



giveit' 



( 3 82 ) 

^vcn m hy Mt. Scmner, and reprefented in the Plate of 
ihe forcmention'd TrmfABion No. x7a. be genuine and 
well expreft (as I have no realon to doubt, as coming 
from one fo skilful and fo accurate) they no way feem to 
agree either in Shape or Make, or in that particular and 
Chara&eriftick Work on the grinding Superficies, with the 
Te^hoi the Elephant ; or with the Defcription and Figures 
we have given, which I am fore are both correft and na- 
tural. 

I ibouldnow, my Lord, imke (bme Apology for de- 
taining your Grace (o long upon what may feem fb light 
and trivial a Subjedl, a Piece of meer Curiofity : but I 
am To vain as to hope, wharever others may fancy, it may 
not appear (o inconfiderabk altogether to your Lordflbip's 
more difcerning JudgmenCp 

For I am inclined to think, (even from thefe Imperfe^ 
Hints) thatifwehadi more corredl Hiftories and Obfer* 
vations of this kind, made in diftant Countries, and skil* 
fully regiftered, with all their inftrudive Circumftances, 
diey might lead us into great and momentous Trii^^i rela- 
ting to th^ Deluge i to tie wife MeAods of Providence 
in replenifliing all Regionsof the World with Animal Bdngs 
loon after the Fload^ and to the Knowledge of feveral im- 
portant Changes that may have happened on the Surface 
of thi^^ our Terraquuus GUh •« Inquiries that are truly 
worthy the utmoft Application of the moft learned Divim 
and the moft (agacious Phikfofhcr* 

But I ihall ftophere, and only beg leave to fubfcribe 
myielf^ with the utmoft Refpec^, 

MyLoED, 

Your Graces moft devoted 
faithful and humble Servant. 

T. MOLYNEUX. 

This 



( ^^ ) 

This Letter 0f Mr. Nevilc vpith Dr MoIineuxV cur torn 
Draughts of the Teeth, and his learned Remarks upon them, 
having he en froducedand read before the Royal Society, they 
ordered that what Teeth thej had of like fort fhould be looked out 
and laid before them ; to which Sir Hans Sloane was pleafed to 
furnifh a *jet greater Variety out of his incomfarahleColle^ion 
^Natural Rarities, hnd to obviate all Doubts, there being at 
this time in Weftminftcr the entire Skull of a large Elephant 
mththe Teeth in it t That was likewife ordered to be viewed 
und compared with the Figures: which done, it appeared that the 
Teeth in que (lion could be no other than thofe of an Ekphant. 

By J his Enquiry wewere likewijefatisfied, that the Number 
df Teeth founds being but four, was no Obje^ion : itappar* 
ing that the tf umber ofMohtcs in this Animal is not certain. 
Pliny Lib. XI. Cap* 3 7. fays exprefly Dentes Elcphanto intus 
ad mandendum quatuor, prascer eos qui prominent. And 
in the Remains of that mighty Elephant defer ibed by Tenzelius. 
Phil. TranC No. 23 6. there were no more than four Teeth 
found. In that at Weftminfter there are Six^ viz. One in 
each lower Jaw, and Two in each of the Upper, whereof the in^ 
ner Tooth is about three times as long as the other, and both to^ 
gether longer than thofe of the under Jaw by about an Inch ; 
the upper fmall Teeth being much worn by grinding. Theft 
we have thought fit to reprefent by Fig. 5- Jhewing the rough 
grinding Surface of the left under Tooth, being confiderably 
Concave ; and by Fig. 6. the fame Roughnefs on the upper 
Teeth is (hewn,having a G>nvexity tallying with the Concavi* 
ty pf the under, which is a Circumftance not obferved by any 
of thofe that have defer ibed them. 

And altho, by the Obfervation of Mr. Du Verney, Dr. 
Moulins, and Mr.BhitQ, who differed three drffiv^nt Ele^ 
phants, it appear that each of them had eight lAoht^^z yet 
from them it is alfo evident that in the divifion of them Ma^ 
ture objerves no Rule, For Dr. Moulins found the two Teeth 
in each of the upper Jaws of that he differed, to he divi-^ 

ded 
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^ed after a different manner ; fo that the inner Tooth on 
the one fide^ and the outer on the other, was higger than its 
adjoining Fellow^ jet not fo as to be ver^j unequal : and Mr. Da 
Verney and Mn Blaire had on both fides the much greater 
Tooth outvpards i whereas ^i&^ Weftmmfter-iS/W/, onthecon^ 
trarj, has only a Jmall one outwards , and the much greater 
Grinder within. J II which cortftdered, we may with Jffurance 
conclude f that this Elefhant found in Ireland had but four 
Teeth in his Head whenhe died ; and that the two Greater wer^ 
thofe of the ufper Jaws, and the other two thoje of the Un^ 
der. 

Again ^ by theSize of the grinding Part, we may conclude 
thefe to be the Teeth of a very young and (mail Elephant ; fince 
the J are not much ahove43&lf the Length of thofe that art to be 
feen at Weftminfter, which belonged to a Beafi of not more 
than between lo and 1 1 Foot high ; nor much above one Third 
of the Length of a foffile Elephant's Grinder in the Royal So* 
citty s Rep fit cry ^ the which is here reprefented by Fig, 7. {all 
the Figures being drawn to the Scale of half their true Dimen* 
fions). Hence it is not to be marvelled that the Bones of fo 
young an Animal^ having not acquired their Firmity, as bet- 
ing in a growing State, fhouldbe dijfolved by long lying in the 
Earth, as alfo the Roots of the Teeik 

On this Occafion, perhaps it may not be amifs to quote a 
Faffage out of Mathcw Paris his Hiftory, who affures us, that 
inks Time Louis IX. (afterwards £*/. Louis) King ^/France, 
madeaPrefent of an Elephant to his Cotemporar'j Henry III. 
^/"England 1 and that in theTear i z§f, after the Englifli had 
been fourf$ore Te rs Mafters of Ireland. Of this fays 
Mathew, Neccredimus quod unquam aliquis Eiephasvi- 
fus eft in Anglia pra^ter ilium. 
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